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Miscommunication 


The Eunuch and the Courtesan 


Packing Up 


CONSORT 
ADUO'S 
HEAD 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING. 


RECEIVED > 
THE REPORT T 
CONCERNING 1 | 


2| THE INCIDENT 


AT THE 


FENOMINO | 
OF THE 7 
GARNET 
PALACE. 


SHE'S IN 
SHOCKINGLY 
соор 
SHAPE РОК 
А DROWNED 
CORPSE. 


WORD 19, 
SHE WAS 
FOUND THIS 
MORNING, 
GOING | FLOATING 
BY НЕК IN THE 
CLOTHING, МОАТ 
SHE MUST OUTSIDE. 
HAVE BEEN 
A LADY 
SERVING IN 
THE INNER 


МОТ THAT 
ANYTHING 
GOOD 
ABOUT 
HAVING A 
CORPSE IN 
FRONT OF 
Nov. 


DAY, SIR 
JINSHI. 


PERCHANCE 
YOU COULD 
HANDLE THE 
EXAMINATION 
DUTIES FOR 
ME? 


EXAMINING 

THE BODY = 
SHOULD 

ВЕ LEFT 

TO THIS 

QUACK. 


I'VE BEEN 
WARNED OFF 
TOUCHING 


MAY 

І ASK YOU 
TO CONDUCT 
A THOROUGH 
EXAM OF THE 
BODY? 


ATA 
GLANCE, THE 
COURTESANS 
MAY APPEAR 
CAGED AND 
DEPRIVED | 
OF THEIR h STREETS 
FREEDOM... | OF THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT 
ARE A 
LAWLESS 


" THE OTHER 
HAND, YOU 
COULD SAY 


«FROM THE 
DANGERS 
THAT LURK 
OUTSIDE. 


YLL ВЕ 
WAITING 
IN THE 
GUARD- 
ROOM 
OF THE 
CENTRAL 
GATE. 


гр Like 
TO HEAR 
YOUR 
OPINION 
ОМСЕ 
YOU'RE 
DONE 
HERE. 


THE 
DECEASED 
/ФА TALL 


MUST VE 
BEEN 
REALLY 
COLD 
IN THAT 
WATER. 


BELIEVE SHE 
CLIMBED THE 
WALL LAST 
NIGHT AND 
THREW 
HERSELF 
INTO THE 


SHE MEANT MOAT. 
TO LEAP 
TO HER 


THE WALLS 
SURROUNDING 
THE INNER 
COURT ARE 
FOUR TIMES 
TALLER THAN 
I AM. 


HAVEN'T ANY 
TOOLS FOR 
SCALING 


YESTERDAY, 
SHE WAS 
WORKING 
AG USUAL. 


| 


19 THAT SHE 
COULDN'T 

HAVE DONE 
IT ALONE. 


WHILE 
I CANNOT 


CONFIRM |= 


AS MUCH 


AFTER 
THE 
WHOLE 
AFFAIR 

WITH THE 


THEORET- 
ICALLY, IT 19 
POSSIBLE 
TO CLIMB 
THEM BARE- 


I DON'T 
BELIEVE A HANDED... 


«І 
CONTINUED 
TO WONDER 

HOW LADY 

FUYO 
ion SU 
I WALKED ATOP THE 

TAKING WALLS... 
GREAT 
CARE TO 
INSPECT 
THEM. 


HAVE BEEN = 
ОД ABLE TO 
ЈА MANAGE pez 


DISCÓVERED 
PROTRUSIONS 
ALONG THE 
WALL THAT 
I CAN ONLY 
ASSUME WERE 
USED BY ITS 
BUILDERS. 


I BELIEVE 
LADY FUYO, 
A SKILLED 
DANCER... 


DIFFICULT 
FOR MOST 


..USED 
THOSE TO 
CLIMB UP 
THE WALL. 


FOOT- 
BINDING 15 
A CUSTOM 

PRACTICED IN 
THE BELIEF 
THAT THE 


...А 
WOMAN WITH 
BOUND FEET, 


LIKE THAT 


P : 
WOMAN'S SMALLER P MAID. 
FEET ARE THE FOOT, 

BROKEN, ТИЕ GREATER 

THEN BOUND ITS BEAUTY. 

TIGHTLY WITH 

CLOTH, AND 

ENCASED IN 
WOODEN 

SHOES. 


1 /75 TELLING 
| GAIT EVERY 
ONCE IN 
A WHILE. 


50 YOU 
BELIEVE 
THIS WAS 
MURDER, 

THEN? 


«ТМ 
CERTAIN 
SHE WENT 
INTO THE 
MOAT 
ALIVE. 


12 


SHE 
MUST'VE 
CLAWED AT 
THE WALL 
OVER AND 


3 / OVER... 
N У ..ТЕУІМО 
ПЕЕ 5 2 TO GAIN 


FINGER- V 
TIPS WERE |. cee toca 


BLOODIED š > 
AND RAW. NE 38 BACK OUT. 


THE 
MAN WHO 
TAUGHT ME 
INSTRUCTED 
ME TO NEVER 
TOUCH THE 


THAT'S WHY 

AND YOU'LL MY TEACHER 

PE OFE WAS ADAMANT 
ROBBING сикоце 

кај ен oH I STAY AWAY 


NEXT! ARE! FROM ТНЕМ. 


THOUGH 
CURIOUS 
SHE MAY 
BE, SHE 
DOES HAVE 
THAT SAID, | ENOUGH 
SHE STILL GOOD SENSE 
FEELS SHE TO NOT GO 
OUGHT AROUND 
TO DO AS ROBBING 
SHE WAS GRAVES. 
TOLD. 


SPEAKING 
| FOR 
MYSELEM 


TEST, NEW 21 
MEDICINES 2 ! Fu | 


WHEN "YOU RE 
DEAD. 


2 


Іле \\ 


ZAG 
= I WAS 
THINKING 


NO 


ONE KNOWS 
WHEN THEIR 
TIME WILL 
BE UF. 


ЕХЕСИТОК 
EVER 
ARISE... 


...COULD 
YOU SEE 
THAT IT'S 
DONE BY 
POISON? 


...Т ASSUME 
YOU WOULD 74 
BE THE ONE 
TO PASS 
JUDGMENT. 


ЕУЕМ IF 
I'M ОКРЕКЕР 


pur Scho oe Dues 
WHY IN BEHEADING, 
e HEAVEN'S I SHAN'T MYSELF GET 
_ МАМЕ COMPLAIN. CARRIED 
WOULD IT BS 
COME TO 
THAT?! 


A SIMPLE 
ERROR ON 
MY РАКТ 
CAN ALL 
TOO EASILY 
SPELL THE 
END OF 
MY LIFE. 


I WOULD 
NEVER 
ро SUCH 
A THING. 


IVE SAID 
SOMETHING 
HE FINDS 
TROUBLING. 


+ BUT 
RATHER 
OF WHAT 
YOU CAN 
AND 
CANNOT 
DO. 


I'LL BE 


ON MY 
WAY. 


A MATTER 
OF WHAT 
YOU WILL 
OR WON'T 


DO... 


HAVE NO 

FURTHER 

NEED OF 
ME... Å 


20 THEY 


| M ресірер TO M 1 HEARD 


TREAT WHAT WS IT WAS А A b 
HAPPENED [ÑW SUICIDE. ooon, ү || 
ТИЕ ОТНЕК | 


! 
DAY AS A THAT! 5.9 


SUICIDE, 


2) JUST 
BETWEEN | 


US. 4 
A 


THE LADY 
WHO DIED 
WAS A MAID 
AT THE 
GARNET 
PALACE, 
OKAY? 


EVERYONE'S 
SAYING SHE 
WAS THE ONE 


WHO TRIED 
TO POISON 
BANQUET CONZORT 
LISHU AT THE 
AGAIN? GARDEN 
ISN'T THAT 


RALLY BANQUET! 


OLD 
NEWS? 


THERE'2 
BEEN A LOT 
OF TALK FOR 
SOME TIME 
NOW ABOUT 
„ТО MAKE CONSORT 
WAY FORA ADUO'S 
NEW AND RANK BEING 
YOUNGER LOWERED... 


FOR HER CONSORT 
MISTRESS, Арио5 
YOU KNOW? МАР 


POISONED 
СОМФОЕТ B ecc 
LISHU... 
CONSORT. TY 
MNN 


š ҒЕОМ 
mrd \ p YOUNGEST 
YEAR-OLD 4 70 OLDEST, 


СОМФОЕТ THE FOUR 
LISHU, ) PRINCIPAL 
19-YEAR- 4 ў CONSORTS 

OLD | 52 ` CURRENTLY 
CONSORT | 5 S RESIDING IN 


GYOKUYO, | 2 ET 


ARE... 


AND 
THE PURE 
CONSORT, 

LADY ADUO 


SON SHE 
BORE THE SHE 15 ONE 
CURRENT | | YEAR OLDER 
EMPEROR THAN THE 
BEFORE HE | EMPEROR 
ASCENDED | AND HAS 
TO THE BEEN HIS 
THRONE... ) CONSORT 
FROM THE 
TIME HE WAS 


DIED IN | 
INFANCY. | THE CROWN 
PRINCE. 


175 МОКЕ 


THAN LIKELY 
AN СОМФОЕТ 
INSTITUTION APTE 
— DESIGNED CAPABLE OF 
I BEARING 


FOR THE SOLE 
CHILDREN, 
PURPOSE OF BUT HERE IN 


ENSURING 
THE EMPEROR err ial 
FATHERS AS u 
MANY HEIRS AG 


POSSIBLE, IT 
15 INEVITABLE 
FOR OLDER 
CONSORTS TO 
BE DEMOTED 
AND FORCED 
OUT. 


SHOULD 
CONSORT 
LIHUA FAIL 
TO BEAR 
ANOTHER 
HEIR... 


SHE 
TOO WILL ADDING 
PROBABLY YOUNGER 
SUFFER ни" 
72 ONLY 
Да Fri NATURAL. 


THE MOST 

BEAUTIFUL | 
BLOOMS 
EVENTUALLY 
WITHER. 


IFA 
FLOWER 
OF THE 
INNER 
COURT 
DOESN'T 
BEAK FKUIT, 
SHE ISN'T 
FIT FOR 
PURPOSE. 


CONSORT 
GYOKUYO 
IS HAVING 
CONSORT LISHU 
OVER FOR ТЕЛ 
TOMORROW, 
ISN'T SHE?! 


RARE FOR TWO 
HIGH-RANKING 
CONSORTS TO 
HAVE А TEA 
PARTY LIKE 
THAT! 


TO ВЕ 
BLUNT... 


ITS COLD 
TODAY, SO 
LET'2 HEAD 
INSIDE. 


CONSORT 


INFLUENTIAL 
PEOPLE. 


„AND 
REGULARLY 


ФУОКШУО 


17% V/TAL HAILS 
FOR HER FROM A 
ТО STAY TRADING 
ABREAST OUTPOST 
OF CURRENT IN THE 
TRENDS AND |- WEST. 


TEASE OUT 
INFORMATION 


WATCHING 
CONSOKT 
ФУОКШУО 


АМ/Р ТИЕ 
GENIAL 
CHATTER 
15 REALLY 
SOME- 
THING. 


FROM EACH 
SENDS THE 

NEWS HOME PART! INA 

TO HELP OUT LETTER... 
HER FAMILY. 


1 SUPPOSE 


IT 15 THE 
МАТИКЕ OF 
WOMEN 
70 ВЕ ОМ 


HER 
PUNISHMENT 
CAN'T HAVE 
BEEN TOO 
HARSH, SO 

I HAVE 
NOTHING TO 
FEEL BAD 


EVEN THIG 
ATTENTIVE 


i 


| Е / 


NOT LIKE 
IBITE OK | 
ANYTHING. [1111 


AB 

Y | CONSORT 
"| LISHU BEING 
BULLIED ВУ 
HER LADIES. 


23 
SATZ 


ВИТ 
ТНЕУ 
DON'T 
SEEM 
ТО BE 177 қ ) 
BULLYING / 4 % / FOR THEIR 
HER |! ^ N MISTRESS... 


EITHER. 


AWW 


27 


SINCE 
1175 SO 
COLD 
AGAIN 
TODAY, 

I THOUGHT 
THIS MIGHT 
HIT THE 
SPOT. 


OH YES! 
I LOVE 
SWEETS! 


FOUND IT 
TO BE JUST 
THE THING 

LATELY. 


CAN SHE 
NOT EAT 


HONEY 
EITHER? 


HE WON'T EVEN 
— EAT THE HONEY 


Е CAN'T BELIEVE 
| T 
dd m ste S BEING 
FFERED. 


h 


| 
på ЈА 


|) å | 


m 


more | 


|| е 
ДА 
SHE'S 
BEING 
\ РІСКУ 
` AGAIN. 


> 


"Ji 
й ^mm 


«THINK THIS 
NEEDS TO 
STEW A BIT 
LONGER. 


YOU BE ALL 
RIGHT WITH 


трі Ар NEN 
Fann : | 


WITH СОМФОЕТ 
GYOKUYO AND 


AN 


CONSORT 
LISHU? 


-一 = 


ај 


NI. 


Lf 


= EL 


Z 
< 


APPEARED 
TO ENJOY 


= 


УМ NOT 
РОМЕ WITH 
УОЦ УЕТ. 


POISONER 


FROM THE 
WHO KILLED 2 ARDEN 


HERSELF? ^ BANQUET 


DO 
| YOU TRULY |” 
BELIEVE | 
SHE TOOK 
HER OWN 
LIFE? 


THAT 15 NOT 
FOR ME TO 
DETERMINE. 


AND 
GO TO THE 
GARNET PALACE 
TO HELP OUT 
STARTING 
TOMORROW? 


HE 
«BUT MAY PUT IT 
ITS NOT ТО ME AG А 
А5 IFI QUESTION... 
HAVE А 
CHOICE. 


=== KP å —— Cbapter 16 


RESIDENCE 
COMES 
TO BEA 
| REFLECTION 
OF ITS 
PRIMARY 
OCCUPANT. 


| ANY 
| 
| 
| 


АМР ТНЕ 
GARNET 
PALACE, 
WHERE 
СОМФОЕТ 
ADUO 
LIVES... 


„вит LONGTIME 
EACH RESIDENT ИНША 5 
CRYSTAL 
PALACE, 
A NOBLE, 


ELEGANT 


A PURPOSE. 
PRACTICALITY 
15 THE ORDER 
OF THE DAY. 


| 
CONSOKT 
| 


EVEN 
IN THE 
ABSENCE 
OF LAVISH 
ORNAMEN- 
TATION... 


WHO ро 
YOU HAVE 


WITH YOU GRACE AND 
REFINEMENT 
128 /5 OBVIOUS. Үй 


мке? 


| 
` 


| I DON'T 
BELIEVE 
WE'VE 

MET. 


` 


|| 


BUT WHAT 
SHE LACKS, 
SHE MAKES 

UP FOR WITH | 

ANDROGYNOUS | 

AND AUSTERE | 
BEAUTY. 


15 SHE 
KEALLY 
35 YEARS 
OLD? 


I MIGHTVE 
MISTAKEN HER 
FOR А YOUNG 
CIVIL SERVANT 
IF SHE WERE 
IN DIFFERENT 

CLOTHING. 


SAME 
| COUP 
| BE SAID 
| OF ITS 
цаа 
| 
| 


WITH NO 
HINT OF 
EXTRAVA- 
GANCE TO 
BE FOUND 
ON HER 
PERSON... 


CONSORT 


ADUO | 
COULDNT 
BE CALLED 
DAZZLING, 
VOLUPTUOUS, 
OR SWEET. 


WITH THE 
YEAR-END 
CLEANING. 


TUNIC АМР 
TROUSERS 
OF A RIDING 
HABIT WOULD 
SUIT HER FAR 
BETTER... 


THE WIDE 
SLEEVES AND 
SKIRTS OF A 
CONSORTS 
WARDROBE, 
I DARESAY. 


^ Las EVER SO 
( y ELEGANT 
LIKE SHES > x AGAIN 
THE ЕМУУ = TODAY, MY 
OF ОТНЕК | Ё LADY! 
THE COURT ç 
LADIES ( 


| CONSORT AB 
LISHU'S Ба ЗК. AND UNLIKE m 
WOULD-BE | - ; 
KILLER... i 


«REALLY 
HERE IN 
THE GARNET 
PALACE? 


= 16 Honey (D 


ВЕ РЕОМ А PRINCIPAL TO HAVE 
PERHAPS RELATIVELY CONSORTS @ you соме 
shes THE VEL Тр И SUDDENLY 
DAUGHTER ТОРО | LIKE THIS. 
USHTER FAMILY. ISS | LIKE THIS. 
MERCHANT 
OR SOME- 
ONE LIKE 
THAT. 


u 
| = HEAD LADY 
SORRY 


== 
қ = 
7 A 
| Ж h | GARNET PALACE 
YOU САМ HEAD LADY- 


LEAVE THE IN-WAITING 


HEAVY ONES 
аа |- FENGMING 


AMAZ- |-- 
HELP WITH № ING! 
THE INDOOR | 
CLEANING 
NEXT? 


MOST 
OF ALL, 
FENGMING 
HERSELF. X АРОКЕ 


THEIR 
MISTRESS 
AND ARE 
METICULOUS 
ABOUT 
THEIR 


DUTIES. 


SHES 
FRIENDLY 
ATTENTIVE 
SHE'S TO OTHERS, 
WELL- AND QUICK 
VERSED TO PRAISE 
IN THE THEM. 
ART OF 
HANDLING 


INITIATIVE 
WITH 
CHORES... 


НАРМТ 
СОМЕ 
НЕКЕ ТО 


IM THE INNER 


SURE SHE 
WOULD VE 
MADE A 
GOOD 
WIFE FOR 
SOMEONE. 


BUT THEY THE 
THEY ALL SERVE THREE I KNOW 
DREAM THEIR LADIES BEING HEAD 
OFA MISTRESS BACK AT LADY PAYS 
CHARMING FAITH- THE ЈАРЕ ВИТ I WELL АМР 
GENTLEMAN FULLY... PALACE WONDER ALL... 
I THINK WALKING TALK ABOUT IF SHE'S 
THAT'S INTO THEIR MARRIAGE EVER 
PROBABLY LIVES. н 5 г THOUGHT 
РЕЕТТУ ABOUT 
NORMAL. GETTING 
MARRIED 
HERSELF. 


ALTHOUGH 
FENGMING 
72 DEVOTED 


TO CONSORT 
ADUO... 


ETHIC GOES 
BEYOND WHAT 
ONE WOULD 
EXPECT OF 
A HEAD LADY 


AND IF THAT 
DEDICATION 
TO HER 
MISTRESS 15 
HER REASON 
FOR NOT 
MARRYING... 


RIGHT NOW, 
W/7# А HIGH 
MINISTER IT 
дана, мой ент 
ВЕ ТИЕ 
PLACE ЕОК 
HIS OWN FIRST TIME 
DAUGHTER UNERRING 
IN THE LOYALTY... 
EMPEROR'S 
HAREM... 


„НА? LEAD 
A PERSON 
70 POISON 
ANOTHER. 


-CONSORT 
ADUO WOULD 
BE THE FIRST 
OF THE FOUR 
PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS 
TO ВЕ 
DEMOTED. 


HOWEVER, 
IT WOULD ВЕ 
A DIFFERENT 
STORY IF ONE 

OF THE OTHER 
THREE SEATS 

JUST HAPPENED 

TO OPEN UP. 


BUT 
IN LIGHT 


OF THE CONSORT 
«НЕ | EMPEROR'S 
PROBABLY TASTE FOR або 
Per RIPENEP СОМФОЕТ 
FRUIT... 
CONSORT LIHUA 
фени є AKE ONE 
ВЕР. THING... 


AS FOR 
THE OTHER 
CONCUBINES 
HE VISITS IN 
ADDITION TO 
THE PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS, 
ALL ARE 
AMPLE OF 
BOSOM. 


THAT MAY | EE Т mu 

ALSO BE LIKELY THAT 
ANOTHER A LADY ПЕНИ 
REASON HER \ HAS YET ТО 

ATTENDANTS Y FULFILL 

TREAT => / | НЕК КЕУ 

HER WITH | DUTY AS 
CONTEMPT. ONE OF THE 
| | EMPERORS 
CONSORTS. 


7 


EVEN AT 
VERDIGRIS, 

A GIRL 
GRADUATES 
TRAINING AND 
SEES HER OWN 
CLIENTS AT 


BUT MARRYING 
GETTING AGE... 


PREGNANT 
AND 
BEARING 
| А CHILD 
: WOULD ВЕ 
МОТ THINK 
ABOUT THE Ў VERY HARD 


PREVIOUS | ON HER 14- 
ЕМРЕКОК 5 | YEAR-OLD 
APPETITE ) BODY. 
FOR \ 

YOUNG 
GIRLS. 


TARGET. 


CONSORT 
LISHU MAKES 
A LOGICAL 


„ЧЕ 
ОМЕ ОЕ 
CONSOKT 

ADVOG 


LADIES WAS 


ANOTHER 
IN HER 


MISTRESS S 


NAME... 


WIPE 
DOWN THE 
SHELVES 
AND THEN 
PUT EACH 
JAR BACK 
WHERE IT 
WAS. 


WHAT 
SHOULD 1 
PO WITH 


АКЕ 
THESE 
JARS ALL 
FULL OF 
HONEY? 


THAT 2, 
EXPLAINS =y IT comes 
QUANTITY nn 

1 FENOMINO'S 


OF JARS 
DONE THERE, 
PLEASE WIPE 
ALWAYS DOWN THE 
FORGETTING BANISTERS 
TO DO 
THOSE. N 


НЕКЕ. 


HONEY 15 

4 A LUXURY. 

ONE ТУРЕ 
WOULD 


NORMALLY 
BE MORE 
THAN 
ENOUGH. 


ТНАТ 
CAME UP р 
KECENTLY, 
DIDNT 

IT? BUT 
WHERE? 


3 “LISHU AND 
Я HER FOOD 
Å TASTER? 


SELVES? 


1 WONDER 
WHY SHE 
DOESN'T 

LIKE 
HONEY? 


FENGMING 
PRAISING 
ME FOR 
EVERY 


17% 
ВЕЕМА 
WHILE SINCE 
I FELT LIKE I 
REALLY DID A 
HARD ГАУФ 
WORK LIKE 
THIS. 


SHE 


LOOKS 
KEEPS IT ABOUT THE 
PRETTY ЗАМЕ AS 


y 


У“ 


А BLANKET 
ОР ММЕ, 
WHICH 
YOU'RE 
MOST 
WELCOME 
TO USE. 


THANK 
YOU VERY 


SORRY 
TO KEEP 
YOU 
WAITING. 


--АМР ТНАТ 
CONCLUDES 


MY КЕРОКТ 


IFEEL 
IPONT ) AS IF HIS 
TONE AND 
AP š ATTITUDE 
/ HAVE GROWN 
/Є HES FAR MORE 
TRYING 
CASUAL OF 
TO GET LATE. 


IM 
USING JUSTA 
МЕ AZ А SIMPLE 
SPY ОЕ APOTH- 
SOME- ЕСАКУ 
SUCH I5 
ABSURD. 


DID YOU 
am ENCOUNTER 


ANYONE 


| " | SUSPICIOUS 
! — THERE? | 
) > y 


FREE TO 
RETURN TO 
THE GARNET 


241 HATE j і PALACE 
HOW HEG 
ASKING. 


IM 
NOT ONE 
TO SHARE 

UNFOUNDED 
IDEAS. 


LOOKED, 
BUT WE 
DIDN'T 

FIND IT. 


DID YOU 
HAPPEN TO 
FISH OUT 
HER OTHER 
SHOE? 


I'M ONLY 
GUESSING 
HERE... 


LADY 
FENGMING, 
СОМФОЕТ 
APUOS HEAD 
ATTENDANT, 
MAY BE 
INVOLVED. 


..BUT I 
THINK IT'S 
POSSIBLE 


„АМР SAW 
А SHOE ON 
THE FLOOR, 
THE KIND 
WORN BY 
А WOMAN 
WITH BOUND 
FEET. 


THE SHOE 
MUST NOT 
BELONG 
TO HER. 


TO BELIEVE 
SHE PICKED 
UP THAT 
LONE SHOE 
SOMEWHERE. 


FENGMING 
DOESN'T 
WALK WITH 
THE GAIT OF 
SOMEONE 
WHOSE 
FEET ARE 
BOUND... 


FOUND OUT 
THIS MUCH 
HIMSELF. 


I WON'T BE 
ABLE ТО ВЕТ 
TO THE [BOTTOM 
OF THIS WITHOUT ) 
N FENGMING 
AN OBJECTIVE PLOTTING, 


: А ~ 
ВИТ 
НА ^ 


UST MY | 
PERSONAL 


соор 
GIRLS 
DESERVE 
A REWARD, 
HMM? 


PLEASE YOU. I 
OFFER MEAN 
THAT IT. 
KIND OF 
| REWARD TO 


nl "m % 


WE · 
а | 
A DEVIANT 


DD Wi 


vafe 


THIS 
Ne Sh TE 


і НЕ САМ ВЕТ МАМИ 


ия 
И 
JUST “COS 


с e 


BUT 
YOU CAN 
EAT THIS, 

CAN'T 
YOU? 


OH, 


NO POINT WAIT. W HET 
IN KICKING ВЕ ON THE HES NOT 
SOMETHING RECEIVING HEARING 
P / END OF А А WORD 
THAT'S NOT 4 WIFT KICK TO I SAY. 
THERE. THE CROTCH 
/ RIGHT NOW ЈЕ 


HE WEREN'T 


ID 
РАКТАКЕ 
BEGRUDG- 


IT 19 YOU'RE 
DOING WITH 

ONE OF MY 
A LADIES? 


HONEY FROM 
A POISONOUS 
FLOWER /5 
STILL POISON, 
AFTER ALL. 


YOU PLEASE 
FIND IT IN 


YOUR HEART SIR JINSHI 


JUST TOOK 
Е ONE ОР HIS 


JOKES TOO 
АЕ. 


I SUPPOSE 
WE WON'T HAVE 
А PROBLEM 
IF YOU'RE THE 
ONE DOING THE 
LICKING FROM 


ANYWAY, 
GAO 
SHUN... 


WOULD LIKE 
TO LOOK 
INTO. 


THE 
DIAMOND 
PALACE, 
CONSORT [== 


ФЕ 
JINSHI'2 
NOT НЕКЕ 
WITH YOU 
TODAY, 
19 НЕ? 


I HUMBLY 
APOLOGIZE 
FOR CALLING 

UPON YOU 

WITHOUT 

NOTICE, 

MY LADY. 


STILL 
YOUNG 
AND 
А LACKING IN 


%ч CHARM. 
тах 


І НАЎЕ 
А ЕЕЙ 
QUESTIONS 
І WOULD 
LIKE TO 
PUT TO YOU, 
MY LADY. 


XX 


THAN THE 4 
FLAMBOYANT „202 
WEARING 
ONE FROM 
TODAY 
THE GARDEN SUITS HER 
BANQUET 


АКОТНЕК 
СОМФОЕТФ 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
HAVE 
HERE? 


HAS 
HONEY EVER 
UPSET YOUR 


зуг МОТ 
UNUSUAL FOR 


SOMEONE 
WHOSE BODY 
DISAGREES 
WITH A FOOD 
20 MUCH THAT 


IT REACTS 
STOMACH? ` ТО 


Become ЖІГІ 
HAS BEEN 
UNABLE TO POISONED 
EAT THAT $ 


FOOD. 


I DON'T 
REMEM- 
BER IT, 
ACTUALLY. 


BUT I'VE 
BEEN TOLD 
THAT I ONCE 
ATE HONEY BY 
„„АКР ACCIDENT... 
NEARLY 
DIED. 


SINCE THEN, 
I'VE BEEN 
TOLD BY MY 
NURSEMAIDS 
AND LADIES 
TO NEVER 
TOUCH THE 
STUFF. 


RUDE DARE YOU 


OF  TRAIPSE hi 


ONE ТО TALK. 


Å preciove YOU COULDNT |, 


ае та 
АТ ТНЕ ТЕА ae 


IM 
GUESSING 
THEY'RE IN 
THE HABIT 

OF CASTING 
OUTSIDERS 
AS THE 
ENEMY 
FROM TIME 
TO TIME AND 
PRETENDING 


SHE 
DOESNT 
KEALIZE 
SHE'S 
“АМР BENG 


SHE 
CAN'T BULLIED 


BRING 
IT TO 
ANYONE 
ELSES 
ATTEN- 
TION. 


IF YOU 
HAVE ANY 
COMPLAINTS, 
YOU CAN TAKE 
THEM UP 
DIRECTLY 
WITH SIR 
JINSHI. 


THEY 
FIRST 
CONVINCE 
HER THAT 
THERE ARE 
= ENEMIES 
ALL 
„AND AROUND 
THEN HER... 
Ва 9-0 РКОСЕЕР 
LADIES 2 70 ISOLATE 
ў TH HER BY 
CLAIMING 
THEYRE 
HER ONLY 
ALLIES. 


I AM HERE 
UNDER 
ORDERS. 


IM SURE 
1 САМ GET 
AWAY WITH 


THIS KIND 
OF PAY- 


50 LOOK 
FORWARD 
TO FINDING 
зо ў 007 WHAT 
APPROACH PRETENSE 
тімені. я SHELL 
N EMPLOY... 


> 
1 CONSORT 
LISHU, 1 HAVE 


ONE MORE 
QUESTION 


ARE YOU 
ACQUAINTED 
WITH... 


LADY 
FENOMINO, 
THE HEAD 
LADY-IN- 
WAITING 
OF THE 
GARNET 
PALACE? 


PLEASE 
TELL ME 
HOW YOU 

KNOW 
НЕК. 


АТ 
THE SAME 
TIME, THE 
ЕМРЕКОК 
HIMSELF 

НАР A 


THE SON. 


CURRENT 
EMPEROR” 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER. 


175 
SURPRISING 
THAT HE WAS 

MARRIED 
TO HER, 
AND HER 
ALONE... 


THEY MUST 
BE VERY 
CLOSE. 


20 
THE ONLY 
СОМФОЕТ 

НЕ HAD 
AT THE 
TIME WAS 
CONSOKT 
АР. 


IT SEEMS 
THE TWO 
OF THEM 
SHARED A 
WET NURSE 
AS INFANTS 
AND 
GREW UP 
TOGETHER. 


«WHEN THE 


А BABY 
BOY WAS 
BORN TO 
HIM AND 
CONSORT 
ADUO. 


„UNTIL 
HIS 
OWN 
HAREM 
WAS 
ESTAB- 


CURRENT 
EMPEROR 
WAS STILL 

CROWN 

PRINCE... 


OF THE 
TWO BOYS, 
CONSORT 

ADUO'S SON 

DIED IN 

INFANCY. 


NOT LONG 
AFTER, THE 
PREVIOUS 
EMPEROR 
PASSED 
AWAY, AND 
THE CURRENT 
EMPEROR 
TOOK THE 
THRONE. HE 
WOULD HAVE 
NO OTHER- 
CHILDREN... 


LISHED. 


1 НАР А 
FEELING 


71 ..INSTEAD ІТ NEED 


OF JUST ЕЕСОЕРЕР 


„< RUMORS FACTS... 
AND 3 
Эф HEARSAY. 


"DIED IN 
INFANCY 
fe YEARS 


ТНЕКЕ 5 
ONLY ONE 
PERSON 1 

KNOW WHO 

GROWS 

MEDICINAL 


WHOSE 
EXTENSIVE 
Å А MEDICAL 
SKILLS AND 
C-| KNOWLEDGE 
ARE WASTED 
AS THE 
APOTHECARY 
OF THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT... 


ABUNDANT 
MEDICINAL 


A MAN 
WHO 
DRAGS 

HIS FEET 

LIKE 

AN OLD 

WOMAN... 


FEELING 
Ағ MUCH. 


IMAGINED 
THEY WERE 
TRANS- 
PLANTED 
HERE... 


„МОТ 
ТНАТ ТИЕУ 
GREW HERE 
NATURALLY. 


А РОКМЕК 
EUNUCH 
WHO HAP 
ONE OF HIS 
KNEECAPS 
REMOVED... 


WHAT 
IN THE 
WORLD 
HAVE YOU 
DONE... 


CONSORT 
ADUO 15 
CURRENTLY 
ATTENDING 
A TEA 
PARTY. 


Cbapter 17 


A ү 
ЕКОМ 


CONSOKT 
GYOKUYO? 


V 


"WI 


THINGS і 
HERE HAVE КГ 
BEEN PUT EI 

AWAY. 


y^ НЕ 
Ж мозт | 


ОЕ ТНЕ | li 


TELLING ме | 
WHAT YOUR 
VISIT 15 ALL 


ABOUT? 


CONSORT | 


АРИО 
WILL ВЕ 
МАРЕ ТО 

LEAVE. 


4: 4 


WHEN 
ARE YOU 
ALL MOVING 
OUT OF THE 
GARNET 
PALACE? 


WELCOMING 
A NEW 
CONSOKT 
ALONG WITH 
THE NEW 
YEAR. 


ITS 
ALMOST 
AS ІР... 


THE 2015 
REASON SHE 
HAS BEEN 
ABLE TO 
MAINTAIN HER 
CURRENT 
POSITION 


THINGS 
WOULD BE 
DIFFERENT 


SON, BORN 
17 YEARS 


THE 
PROFOUND 
BOND SHE 

SHARES WITH 
THE EMPEROR 
FROM HAVING 
NURSED AT 
THE SAME 
BREAST, ONE 
CLOSER THAN 
EVEN THAT OF 
BLOOD... 


NO 
FEMININE 
SCENT 
HANGS 
ABOUT HER 
PERSON 
EITHER. 


HAS NO 
POWERFUL 


SHE 
CUTS A 
GALLANT 
FIGURE, 
LIKE 
THAT 
OFA 
MAN. 


SHE'S 
TURNED 
FROM A 
WOMAN 
INTO A 
EUNUCH. 


CAN NO 
LONGER 
BEAR 
CHILDREN, 
CAN SHE? 


EVEN 
1 : ; Д /Е ТИЕУ 
„ТИЕ | А HAVE 
ЕМРЕКОК : со BEEN | 
HAS NO | Е : MARRIED | 
NEED OF EZ. SSN | FORA 
A BARREN (|. : ' LONG 
CONSORT | 3 маза | TIME... 
INHIS |, 
НАКЕМ. 


fe 
im = HAPPENED 


I DON'T 


SEE HOW DURING 
THAT 15 THE BIRTH, 
ANY OF DIDN'T 

YOUR 


CONCERN. 


THE 
PERSON 
WHO 
DELIVERED 
THE BABY 
19 MY 
ADOPTIVE 
FATHER. 


THE 
PHYSICIANS 
pega 
p x 
so INE x 


ARE 

` MUCH y a 

Bi 

ALWAYS x 

EVEN ТИЕ NAO x 

GUACK HAS і 

MANAGED ТО 

ver 

POSITION 
POSITION 


сз 


— J 


D 
ге YOURE 
ALREADY 
pipe 
4 SPECIALIZED 
THERE'S 
WO МвЕР FIELD OF 


TO BECOME MEDICINE 


A EUNUCH = 
JUST то ро VOCTOR... 
YOUR JOB, 


AFTER ALL. 


ТИВ MOST 
THE MOST 
HANI РТ АТ 

2. 

2. 

TIONS. 


me 
| COERCED 
1 жол 


WAS THE 
СОМФОЕТФ 
LIFE WEIGHED 


DID THE 
MISFORTUNE 
ARISE BECAUSE 


AGAINST THAT 
"s bi ОР THE THE EMPEROR'S 
SHE WAS EMPRESS? BROTHER WAS 
рана BEING BORN 
рат AT THE SAME 
IT MUST DEG 
HAVE BEEN 
А DIFFICULT 
BIRTH FOR 


HER. 


THAT 
WAS 
WHEN IT 
HAPPENED, 
WASN'T 


HARD TO 
BEAR... 


THAT 
WAS WHEN 
CONSORT 
ADUO 
LOST НЕК 
WOMB. 


ЕХРЕСТ 
IT FELL 
TO YOU 


...WHILE 
CONSOKT 
ADUO WAS 

INDISPOSED. 


JUST HET 


КІМР OF 
РЕЕФОМ 


„Вит 
THAT'2 
NOT 
ТЕЏЕ, 
15 IT? 


RESIONED 
HIMSELF 
TO BEING 
LABELED 
А QUACK 
AND А 
CHARLATAN. 


I FIND THAT 
SURPRISING, 
GIVEN YOU'RE 
THE DAUGHTER 
OF THE 
CHARLATAN 
WHO COULDN'T 
EVEN AID LADY 
ADUO IN HER 
TIME OF NEED. 


OF 


WHEN IT 
COMES TO 
MEDICINE, 

THERE 15 NO 
GIVING UP 

AND SAYING 
"OH WELL.” 


RUMOR 
HAS П, 
THE CHILD 
DIED AS A 
RESULT... 


POISONED 


FACE 


ТО IT ТНАТ 
THE POWDER 
CONTAINING 
WHITE LEAD 
WAS BANNED 


YOU, АФ INNER 
CLEVER АФ Y 
YOU ARE, 
WOULD NEVER 
HAVE LET THE 
CHILD COME 
INTO CONTACT 
WITH SOME- 
THING SO 
DEADLY. 


I BELIEVE 
YOUR 20- 
CALLED 
“СНАКЕА- 
TAN"... 


ТНЕКЕ 


IS A WIDE 
VARIETY OF 
THE МЕСТАК POISONOUS 
FROM THEIR PLANTS, 
BLOOMS 15 
TOXIC AS 


BANE AND 
AZALEA, 
TO NAME 


WELL. 


EVEN 
ADULTS 
SINCE YOU „_| POISONED 
СОМЕ FROM $] BY THEM 
A FAMILY OF | < а 1 WOULD, 
BEEKEEPERS ВОД sm 
22” КЕУЕК MIND 


„І WOULD А CHILD. 


ЕХРЕСТ YOU 
ТО KNOW 
ALL ABOUT 


,WHICH YOU Т 19 THAT 
YOURSELF лов EVEN BASIC, 
TASTED AND = NONTOXIC 
THOUGHT ` HONEY... 
TO BE A cy 
NUTRITIOUS 
SUPPLE- 


...COULD 
ВЕ LETHAL TO А 
BABY WITH WEAK 
RESISTANCES. 


THUS, 
СОМФОЕТ 
Е CAUSE CHILD 
OF HIS PASSED 
| DEATH AWAY... 
WAS A 
| MYSTERY. 
Е] 


OF ONE KNEE. У 
| EXTRACTED... \ 1 


Мр 
BANISHED, 
FROM THE, 
INNER. 
COURT. 


YOU 
DIDN’T WANT 
CONSORT 
ADUO TO 
ee THAT IT DISCOVER... 
WAS YOU 
WHO HAD 
CAUSED THE 
DEATH OF 
HER ONE 
AND ONLY 
CHILD. 


THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
TRIED TO 

ELIMINATE 
CONSORT 

цени. 


SJÅ 
шіні” 


x 


ARE YOU 
IF vou 
WOULD ВЕ 
£O KIND.. 


ACQUANTED 
WITH LADY 
PLEASE ne 
TELL ME 
How you š LADY-IN- 
KNOW 4 WAITING OF 
HER. warne or 
PALACE? 


I USED 
TO SPEND A 
LOT OF TIME 

WITH LADY 


СОМФОЕТ 
ADUO, 

IN TURN, 
WAS QUITE 
FOND OF 
CONSOKT 
LISHU. 


DURING 


..СОМФОЕТ 
LISHU WAS 

VERY CLOSE 

| TO CONSORT 


„ТО 
PREVENT 
THE HIS 
MAJESTY 
FROM 
SEEKING 
PLEASURE IN 
THE YOUNG 
GIRLS BED. 


YOUNG GIRL | 
ESTRANGED N 


I WONDER 
IF CONSORT 
ADUO KEPT 
LADY ПЕНИ 
CLOSE... 


NEARLY 
PASSED 
ОУЕК INTO 
THE REALM 
OF THE 
DEAD... 


WISDOM, 
CONSORT 


ADUO MIGHT М 


HAVE THEN 
ФЕМФЕР 
SOMETHING 
AMISS 
ABOUT HER 
OWN ВАВУФ 
DEATH. 


— 


СОМФОЕТ 
LISHU 
ABOUT 
WHAT HAD 
HAPPENED 
TO HER AS 
A CHILD. 


ABOUT 


HOW SHE'D 


INGESTED 
HONEY AS 


4 


| CODEPEN- 
РЕМСУ 


| CONSOKT 


құс LISHU’S 

ША// | FREQUENT 
| VISITS 
|77. | CONTINUED N 


THERE 
WAS A 
CHANCE SHE 
WOULD TELL 
CONSORT 
АРУО ABOUT 
HER CLOSE 
CALL WITH 
HONEY. 


AND SO, 
Å | YOU CAME 
CONSORT Viva 4 UP WITH 
LISHU WAS | EXCUSES 
РАСКЕР OFF 22 2 Х „ТО DRIVE * 
СОМФОЕТ 


ТО ТАКЕ | 
MONASTIC | М 
VOWS, NEVER LISHU AWAY 
KNOWING ї! | w WHENEVER 
THE KEAL N SHE CAME 
REASON SHE | CALLING. 
WAS BEING TN N 
SPURNED. 


YOU 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 90 
RELIEVED. 


BUT THEN, 
THE GIRL 
YOU WERE 
20 SURE 
YOU WOULD 
NEVER SEE 


CAME AGAIN... 


BACK TO 
THE INNER 


= / AND 
y А? NOW SHE 
WAS МА 
POSITION TO 
ТИКЕАТЕМ 
СОМФОЕТ 
АРИО 5 
OW. 


ON LADY | DESPITE 
| THIS, SHE 

ADUD... | SHAME- 

LESSLY... 


A CHILD 
SEEKING 
OUT HER 
MOTHER. 


АКР 
THAT'S 


WHY YOU 
TRIED ТО 
ФЕТ КО 


/ 


...НАУЕ 
SOMEONE 
WHO'S 
PRECIOUS 
TO YOU? 


YOU ро 
REALIZE 
THAT... 


-“ТНЕКЕФ 
МО POINT IN 
TRYING TO 
ВЕІВЕ МЕ, 
RIGHT? 


50 
WHEN 
I BEGAN 
SERVING 
CONSORT "рож" 
скок DONE 
THE START, ART 
E STA PARENTS 


IT NAG TOLD ME. 


POS- 
SESSES 

SUCH A 
STRONG | 

WILL, | 

, A 
АН Ч, became 
> : A LADY-IN- 
| 19 WAITING, 

THEY SAID 
I SHOULD. 


EVEN WHEN 
SPEAKING TO 
THE CROWN 
HELD HER 
OWN. 


RESPECTED 
HER FROM 
THE BOTTOM 
OF MY 

HEART. 


I BELIEVED 
HER. TO ВЕ 
THE. ONE 
АМР: ONLY. 
PERSON IN 
THE WORLD. 
WHOM I 
SHOULD. 
EVER 
SERVE. 


CONSORT 
ADUO BECAME 
THE PERSON 
MOST DEAR 


IS MOST 
PRECIOUS TO 
THE PERSON 
WHO 15 MOST 

PRECIOUS 
TO YOU? 


бій 
|| ІШ M 


I STOLE 
THE MOST 
PRECIOUS 
THING 
IN THE 
WORLD 
FROM 
HER! 


THE 
DARLING 


PRECIOUS 
JEWEL! 


96 


УФИ ALL 
NEEDN'T 
WORRY. 


pe 4 
РА а 


SLIGHTEST 
ILLNESS 
CAN TAKE 
THEM 


THE 
LIVES OF 
CHILDREN 

ARE 
UNCERTAIN 

UNTIL THEIR 
SEVENTH 
YEAR. 


YEARS? 


BUT 
I KNEW 
SHE'D 
BEEN 
WEEPING 
INCON- 
SOLABLY 


ALL THAT 
SHE HAS 
DONE HAS 
BEEN FOR 
CONSORT 


THAT'S 
WHY I CANT 
UNDERSTAND 

WHAT 17 15 
SHE'S HOPING 
В 70 ACHIEVE. 


THERE 
МО HIDING 
ANYTHING 
FROM 
--GEEING THAT 
AS HE | EUNUCH... 
PRETTY 
MUCH HAS 
THE RUN 
OF THE 
INNER 
COURT. 


HAVE IT 

IN ME TO 
REVERE 
ANOTHER 
PERSON 
TO THAT 
EXTENT. 


GAO SHUN 
WOULD VE 
REPORTED 
BACK TO 
JINSHI ON МУ 
MOVEMENTS 

BY NOW 


ТНЕКЕ 5 
NO WAY 

SHELL 
MAKE IT 
OUT WITH 
HER LIFE. 


AS SMART 
AS SHE 12, 
I HAVE A 
PROPOSAL 
FOR YOU. 


TELLING 
HEK TO 
DIE. 


BUT 
IF THAT'S 
ACCEPTABLE 
TO YOU... 


THE 
OUTCOME 
WILL NOT 
CHANGE. 


..PLEASE 
DO AS I 
SAY. 


“ұу. 


[А 


BUT 
THAT'S NOT 
HAPPENING. 
AT THE VERY 
LEAST, 1 САМ 
CHANGE OUT 

OF THESE 
CLOTHES, I 
2UPPOSE. 


>] A BLOW 
Y FROM 

. THAT 

4 WOULD VE |. 


КЕАШУ 


YOU 
KNOW 
ANYTHING 
ABOUT 
THIS? 


. FENG- 
MING 
TURNED 
HERSELF 


I PADDED 
MYSELF 
WITH OILED 
PAPER JUST 
IN CASE... 


DIDN'T 
YOU HAVE 
COLLECT 

FOR YOU, 
THOUGH? 


WAS 
ENSURING 
THAT CONSORT 
KEEP HER 

RANK AS ONE 
OF THE FOUR 
PRINCIPAL 
CONSORTS. 


BUT 
ISN'T IT 
». THE 
CULPRIT 
TURNED 
HERSELF 
IN? 


THOUGHT 
I MIGHT 
LEARN 

SOME- 
THING 
FROM 

THEM... 
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„ROLL 


HER TWO DON'T 
| MOTIVES SAY? 
INTO ONE. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


EVEN ЈЕ 
FENGMING 
| COULDN'T 
ESCAPE (Й 
DEATH... | 


«SHE 
COULD DIE 
KNOWING 
THAT HER 
BELOVED 
CONSORT 
АРИО WOULD 
NEVER LEARN 
THE TRUTH 
ABOUT HER 
ВАВУФ 
DEMISE. 


THAT WAS 
4 c THE MOST 
3 E LAMEKE 
С %А ZN, 
МАЧ IRL WITI 
= 一 一 МО POWER 
ТО SPEAK ОБ 
COULD РО 
ЕОЕ НЕЕ. 


№ - 


BUT IT'S 
ALREADY BEEN 
DETERMINED 
THAT CONSOKT 
АРЏО 15 GOING 
TO LOSE HER 
PLACE HERE. 


.-19 THAT 
DUE ТО 
FENOMINO'S 
ACTIONS? 


IT WAS 
РЕСРЕР 
SOME TIME 
AGO. 


107 


...CONSORT 
ADUO WILL 
RELOCATE 
TO ТНЕ 
IMPERIAL 
VILLA IN THE 


SETTING 
UP A 
DEMOTED 
CONSORT 
IN AN 
IMPERIAL 
RESIDENCE 
IS UNUSUAL, 
TO BE 
SURE... 


ІТ 19 WHAT 
THE HAS 
EMPEROR 
DECREED. 


№ | воомке |-21 
|| out oF 
SEASON. 


FENGMINO 5 
| EXECUTION 
WENT OFF 
WITHOUT 
A HITCH. 


IF 
ONLY 
ID 
SAVED 
SOME 
OF THE 
ALCOHOL 
мен! 
GAVE 
ME... 


es: 
COULD VE 
ENJOYED 


OH? NIGHTCAP. 
SOME- 

ONE 

ELSE 


BEAT ME 


— | том? 


WELL, 
IF IT ISN'T 
THE LADY- 
IN-WAITING 
WHO CAME 
TO HELP OUT 
BEFORE! 


DRINK? 


PO YOU 
THINK ME 
WITH THAT MANNISH? 
ФОЕТ ОҒ 
ВЕНАУІОЕ, 
DEFINITELY. 


ваму), 


YOU'RE 
AN 
HONEST 
ONE. 


СОМФОЕТ 
АР О WILL 
BE LEAVING 
THE INNER 
COURT 
ON THE 
MORROW. 


WELL, 
1 GUESS GROWING UP, 


а ME 
BACE и — < FEIEND. 
BEING HIS 2 
FRIEND < 
AGAIN. 


BEING THE m 
OLD FRIENDS 25 
WE USED ТО 227 ..FROM THE HIS FIRST 


BE, THE РАК 4 | MOMENT Гара 
WHO NURSED | МУ SON 


АТ ТНЕ ФАМЕ ТООК ТНЕ 
ST WAS TAKEN 


THRONE, I 
FROM ME... THOUGHT 


MYSELF 
NO MORE 
THAN A 
PRIVATE 


1 КЕУЕК 
IMAGINED 
Гр ВЕ CHOSEN 
РОК ТНЕ КАКК 
OF PURE 
CONSORT. 


I WANTED 
TO PUSH 
THIS TITLE 


AS GIVEN TO 
SOON AS I ME OUT OF 
POSSIBLY PITY ON 

SOMEONE 


COULD. 


WHATEVER 
RUMORS 
ABOUT 
HER RUN 
КАМРАМТ 
IN THESE 
HALLS IN 
FUTURE... 


872777 

ВЕ МОМЕ 
7 ім 

OF НЕК SURE SHE 
CONCERN 

WOULD VE 

ONCE SPOKEN 

SHE'S 


LEFT THE OF THESE 
THINGS 
INNER 
NO MATTER 
COURT 
BEHIND. | WHO WAS 
UP HERE 
WITH HER. 


THE 
WATER 


шО 
> 
k 
Dew 
эщ > 
За 


SHE 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 
CHILLED 
TO THE 
BONE AND 
IN SUCH 
PAIN. 


KK 
\ 


ФО 

THAT 
MUST 
MEAN 


THE 
АМР 
CONSOKT ее 
АР О HAD 
KEALLY 

REALIZED I 
AS MUCH. 

HERSELF. 


MAYBE 
FENGMING 


A WOR HAD AIDED 
Л“ THE GIRL 
JUST AS CAI Е 


FENGMING ih | DESPITE ATTEMPT. 
WILLINGLY Ї | | THAT 

WENT TO THE | € МГ, ТЕ 

GALLOWS... ў МЕ. 


> 77 Ши 
=a 


„МИЕТУЕ 
PLUNGED 
INTO 
THE ICY 
WATERS 
OF HER 
OWN 
“ФО THAT VOLITION... 


; i SUSPICION 
HEBERT ¡QU WOULD NOT 
шәр WS == OULD NC 
по ØRN) le CONSORT 
EN АРИО. 


— 


SHOUTING 
AT PEOPLE / 
OUT ОР 


I THINK I 
SHOULD BE 
| ASKING YOU 


FORGIVE 
ME. TLL 
M— 


HAVE 
YOU BEEN 
раккке? 


ISNT THE 
ЕМРЕКОК 
ш GIVING YOU 
А LITTLE TOO 
MUCH ЕКЕЕ 
REIN IF YOU'RE 
RUNNING AMUCK 
HERE, DRUNK 
OFF YOUR 
BACKSIDE? 


KICKED МЕ 

RIGHT оп, 

SAYIN’ HOW 
HE FELT MUCH 
BETTER, 909 
I ОЏОНТА ФО 


YOU'RE 
NOT EVEN 
WEARING 


` A JACKET. 


PLEASE 


YOU'RE 
GOING TO 


GO BACK САТСНА 


TO YOUR 


«HE 
LEFT TO 
GO WHO- 
KNOWS- 


COLD. 


НЕ INVITED 
МЕ ҒОЕ 
DRINKS, 'N' 
THEN AFTER 
MAKING ME 
DRINK TO 
HIS HEART'S 
CONTENT... 


THERE 5 
ФОМЕОМЕ 
AT ТИЕ INNER 
COUKT WITH 
THE POWER 
70 ТЕБАТ 
JINSHI LIKE 
THAT? 


I DONT 
HAVE TO 


INDULGE 1 740! ў THAT'S 
SOME A " NEITHER 


CLINGY Mee АККА г) HERE NOR Й 
DRUNK. і 


IT MIGHT | Å BREAK MY 


ВЕ RUDE 
WITHOUT 4 FALL ЈИЗТ 


WORD or НМ OFF.. 


THANKS FOR 
CATCHING 


| ИЛ. SOON 
ВЕ PASSED 
ТО THE GIRL 


JOINING THE 
ЕМРЕКОК 5 
НАКЕМ. 


WHO WILL BE ~ 


SHE 
LOOKS NOT 
AT ALL LIKE À 
POOR WOMAN 
BEING DRIVEN 
OUT OF THE 
INNER COURT. 


CONSORT... 


THE 
CROWN сс 
THAT 
/5 THE 
EMBLEM 
OF THE 
KANK OF 
THE FUKE 


THE 
MAJESTIC 
CONSORT 
ADUO САМ 

ОМ ВЕ 
DESCRIBED 
AS LOOKING 

ACCOM- 

PLISHED. 


А EUNUCH 
WHO 
LOOKS 

LIKE À 
AND А 
CONSORT EVEN 
WHO på 
RESEMBLES 
A GALLANT 
YOUNG MAN. 


IF THEY 
SWAPPED 
OUTFITS, 
THOUGH. 


IT 

THAT'S 

BEEN 

WHO SHE JINSHI 

REMINDED 
ME OF 

LAST 

NIGHT. 


| 


HER; 
PHRASING 
~ ALMOST 
| MAKES IT 
SOUND AS 
ЈЕ HE'S 
STILL 
ALIVE. 


МОТ "ТИЕ 
МОМЕМТ 
НЕ DIED” 


WHAT 
/F THE 
EMPEROR'S 
YOUNGER 
BROTHER 
AND 
CONSORT 
АРИО 5 


„МИО 
ШЕКЕ 
ВОКМ АТ 
ALMOST 
THE ЗАМЕ 
TIME, WEKE 
SOMEHOW 
SWITCHED? 


CONSORT 
АРЏО, 
MUST = ⁄ ; UNABLE 
HAVE FELT = TO BEAR 
KEENLY === 7 HER CHILD 
WHICH OF Е p» BECAUSE 
WOULD BE THE TWO I N ТИЕ EMPRESS 
RAISED WITH BOYS... = WAS GIVING 


GREATER | 
BIRTH АТ THE 
САКЕ. ЗАМЕ TIME... 


WOULD BE д CHILD 
TREASURED BORN « | AFTER ALL, 
РАК МОКЕ ТО ТИЕ : —- WHO WAS 
AND EMPRESS ёс SHE BUT THE | 
РЕОТЕСТЕР n í / DAUGHTER 
WITH å | OF А WET- 
GREATER 4 NURSE? 
DILIGENCE | Я Е 
THAN НЕК » Nd 
OWN. й 


| _ ИР \ PERHAPS 
¿ CONSORT 2 u WHEN SHE 
SIMPLY VA ° ри 
| : . THE ROUGH 
ROAD TO 
RECOVERY 
AFTER THE 
BIRTH... 


SURELY 
THAT ALONE 
WAS HER 
GREATEST 
DESIRE? 


FAILING 
TO NOTICE 
THAT THE 
BABIES 
НАР BEEN 
„вит | SWITCHED 
PUNISHED 
BY MUTILA- 
ПОМ AS 
WELL. 


WHY LADY 
ADUO WAS 
ALLOWED 
TO КЕМАМ 


COURT AG 
THE PURE 
CONSORT... 


OWN CHILD 
SURVIVED 
WITH HIS 


I CAN 
UNDERSTAND 
WHY MY 
FATHER WAS 
NOT ONLY 


A BANISHED... 


IF THE 
ФИ/ТСН 
WAS 


„МО DISCOV- 
THE DAYS ERED... 


AFTER 
THE DEATH 
OF THE HIS 
MAJESTYG 

TRUE 
BROTHER... 


THE 
emperor's MAKES 
"BROTHER" SENSE. 
CURRENTLY 

BEING IN 

А LESSER 
POSITION... 
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CAN STAND 
20 TALL 
DESPITE 
наума 

ALLEGEDLY 

FAILED TO 


FULFILL y 
HER DUTY AS 
CONSORT... Й 


WILDEST 
IDEA IVE 


СНАМСЕ OF 
SURVIVING 
IN THIS 
GARDEN OF 

WOMEN. 


N N 
š ES 


N A 
— 5 
SSS 


SS 


„а 


ы 


THAT /М 
ITSELF 
15 АМ 
/МРЕОУЕ- 


IN THAT 


MOMENT 


THE 
EXPRES- 
SION ON 
THE FACE 

OF THE 
BOYISH 
АМР NOBLE 
CONSORT 
АРИО... 


МАЗ i 
VERY MUCH | 
THAT OF A 
MOTHER 5. 


Cbapterig 


FOKTUNATE 
THAT 
FENGMING 


POISONINO.. 
MISTRESS 


INCURRED 
NO BLAME. 


WERE ALL 
SENTENCED 
ТО PUNISH- 
MENT BY 
MUTILATION 
WITH 
VARYING 
DEGREES 
OF 
SEVERITY. 


AFTER 
FENGMING 5 
EXECUTION, 
THE ASSETS 
OF HER 
RELATIVES 
WERE 
SEIZED. 


INCLUDED 
IN THIS LIST 
ARE THE 
CLIENTS 
OF THE 
WHICH FAMILY 
SEEMINGLY BUSINESS... 
EXTENDED 
TO MORE 
THAN JUST 
BEEKEEPING. 


UND 
80 GIRLS 
FROM THIS 
LIST WERE 
PLACED 


THAT'S 

SOME 
SUCCESS |2 

RATE. 


HERE 
BEFOKE ME 
LIES THE 
LIST OF ALL 
FENGMING’S 
RELATIVES 
AND THEIR 
ASSOCIATES. 


е 
mi 
МЕС 
es 
e 
5502 
= 
2 


| APPEAR | 


IF I GIVE 
THE WORD, 


TO HAVE 
BEEN 
ASSOCI- 
ATES OF 
FENG- 
MINGS 
FAMILY. 


IT WILL COME 


70 PASS 
WITHOUT 
ANYONE 


QUESTIONING 


THE RIGHT 
ОЕ WRONG 
OF IT. 


ORDERING 
/T DONE 
/є BUT A 


MEN WHO 


ABDUCTED 
AND SOLD 
THE APOTH- 


COULD 
CONCEAL 
THE 
FACT, 
IF THAT 
IS YOUR 
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IT WOULD 
BE ВЕТТЕК 
IF WE TO JUST 
HIDE /7 MAKE A 
THEN SHE DECISION. 
САМ STAY 
HERE. 


SHE 

7 ино so 
| DILIGENTLY 
OBSERVES 

N THE SOCIAL 
HIERARCHY 
BETWEEN 
| COMMONER 

| AND NOBLE 


WOULD 
CARRY 
OUT ANY 
KIND OF 
ORDER 
GIVEN TO 
HER, EVEN | 
ONE SHE 
DISLIKED. 


WAS 

каа? CONTRARY 
TO HER 

WISHES... 


THAT 

SHE'S 

BEEN 
TRAPPED 


HANDLE 
THE KEAL- 
IZATION... 


WOULD 
% THE DIVIDE 
BETWEEN US 
GROW EVEN 
WIDER? 


/ 


THE VERY || 

THOUGHT || 

TERRIFIES 
ME. 


WAS SHE 
NOT JUST А 


CONVENIENT 


EX >> 
RU I'M TOLD 
sOy EVERYONE 
А FROM YOU- | УР! 
KNOW-WHO'S 


FAMILY AND 
ALL THE GIRLS 


OF THEIRS ARE 
соме TO ВЕ 


PEOPLE! 


ТНАТ 
FAMILY 
MUST'VE 
BEEN 
WHEELING 
AND DEALING 
WITH PEOPLE 
ALL OVER 


FOR 
SOME 
REASON, 
IVE GOT 
A REALLY 
BAD 
FEELING 
ABOUT 
THIS. 


I COULD 
HAVE SOME 
KIND OF 
CONNECTION 


| | | TO THEM AND 


JUST NOT 
KNOW IT. 


I STILL 
HAVEN'T 
FOUND 
THEM 
ANY NEW 
CLIENTELE 
SINCE LI 


ALL 
THESE GIRLS 
1 KNOW ARE 

WORRIED 
ABOUT HOW 
THEY'RE 
SUDDENLY 
соне TO 
BE FIRED. 


DOCUMENTS 
I REVIEWED 
BEFOKE, 
FENOMING 5 
FAMILY WERE 
MERCHANTS 
INVOLVED 
IN TRADE. 


IT 
E WOULD 
“| BE REALLY 
INCONVE- 
NIENT TO 
BE LET 
co. 


I MEAN, 
ID HAPPILY 
GO BACK 
TO THE 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT, 


WONDERING 
WHETHER OR 
NOT I WAS 
SLATED FOR 
DISMISSAL. 


IS ABOUT 
THE MASS 
DISMISSAL, 

ISN'T IT? 


TO ASK: HIM. 186257 Чу so THis 
> STO LET ME (а, i MEANS ТМ 


GOING TO 
BE LET CO, 
DOESN'T 
ІТ? 


ФТАУ s 


І 
SHOULDN'T 
BEG. 


... JUST А 
ФЕЕУАМТ 
НЕЕЕ. 


ILL 
DO AS 
I'M TOLD 
AND FOLLOW 
= YOUR ORDERS, 
“С | WHETHER ІТ BE 
TO WORK AS A 
SERVANT, MAKE 
MEALS FOR 
THE OTHER 
SERVANTS 
HERE... 


N 


THAT'S & 
зо LONG RIGHT. - 


DI AS НЕ 
EVEN IF С COMMANDS 
/Т MEANS А | IT ILL РО 
DECREASE IN WHATEVER 
MY WAGES, "2 /T/5 TO THE 
I WON'T - Z BEST OF MY 
COMPLAIN. 5 > Z ABILITIES. 


IF IT'S 
ТО PUT OFF 
SELLING MY 


SS 
-I'LL FIND А 
WAY TO NAB 
SOME NEW 
CUSTOMERS, 
COME HELL 
OR HIGH 
WATER. 


NS 


M 


y 
y ў 


% FN 


(П 
À Š à 
N | 


hw 
па 


| | SATION 19 
EEADIED. 


Ji бисган 


- 


|777 Å m 


THE 
_ | NEGOTI- 
= ATIONS 
-- FAILED. 


JUST 
HOW LONG 
DOES HE 
INTEND 


PERHAPS 
YOU SHOULD 
HAVE KEPT 
НЕК НЕКЕ. 


- БОТГО 

DON'T 52250 AFTER THE 
COME 553331 FORMAL 
ER NOTICE 

се ШЕ UU ОҒ HER 
HEARD 2221 DISMISSAL 


IF YOU THAT SHE “С ARRIVED, 
REGRET HAD CALLED СМ хаомао 
IN ON EACH 227122 RETURNED 

ОЕ ТИЕ ___ JO THE 
= SURE 
er 5 DISTRICT. 

WORKED 
OR VISITED 

TO SAY 
GOODBYE. 


NOW 
THAT HE'S 
LOST HIS 
FAVORITE 


HARD TO FIND 
SOMETHING 
NEW AND 
UNUSUAL 
FOR HIM TO 
PLAY WITH, 
BUT... 


DARK 


2% 
UM нЕ ррмт 


I SHOULD 
PROBABLY 
STOP 
EQUATING 


HER WITH N 
ато” hb 


UGH. 
WHAT A 
TRULY TIME- 
CONSUMING 


ТНЕ 
OLD МАРАМ 
НЕКЕ SEEMS 
DETERMINED 
TO TURN ME 
INTO ONE 
OF HER 
COURTE- 


I CAN'T RECITE 
POETRY, PLAY 
EVEN THOUGH THE ERHU, OR | 

IM JUST THE EVEN DANCE. | 
----РАИФИТЕЕ-ОҒ E 
AN APOTHECARY 


INTENTIONS 
CLEAK OVER | 
THE РАЗТ FEW 
YEARS. 


SUMMONING A со 4 : 
COURTESAN >” ома 


7 JOB 15 
on 7 OUTSIDE THE 
ESTATE BROTHEL AT 
COSTS А А NOBLES 
GREAT DEAL BANQUET 


IN ITSELF 


174. МАКЕ 
SURE МО 
ОМЕ 5 
CUP KUNS 
DRY 


ALL THREE 
PRINCESSES 
OF VERDIGRIS 
ч АТ ONCE, WHEN 
D A SINGLE NIGHT 
8) ОР DRINKING WITH 
| JUST ONE OF THEM 
WOULD COST А 
WHOLE YEAR'S 
WORTH OF 
SILVER... 


Chapter 20 «Тһе 


AS I 2 
SUSPECTED, Ү 
TONIGHT’S 


“М FURNISHINGS 
ALONE ARE 


т ж жәй 


JE LE 


YOU'LL 
BE IN 
THIS 


Y _) 
um 


И y БЫ 


PROVIDED 
THE 
CONNECTION, Ñ 
IMSURE | 
ITLL CHIP A 
BIT OFF МУ 


YOU HAVE 
SUCH RICH 
FRIENDS, 
WHY DIDN'T 
YOU REFER 
THEM TO US 
ФООМЕЕР 


РОРФЕ 
SELLING 
MYSELF 
FOR THE 
TIME BEING. 
THANK 
GOODNESS 
FOR THAT. 


I HEARD 
THESE 


4 COURT 
THEY'RE 
Much PIGNITAEIES 


WERE 
ы ады REFERRED 
THAN 1 
TO US BY 
IMAGINED, LI HAKU. 
THOUGH. Я 


I RECEIVED 
FAR MORE 
THAN I WAS 
EXPECTING 
WHEN I LEFT 
THE INNER 
COURT... 


/7% РАКТ ОҒ 
THE JOB, BUT 
I'M GETTING 
(ШІ. REALLY TIRED 
OF HAVING 
ТО SMLE | 
| CONSTANTLY. | 


ALL THE 
OTHER 
LADIES 

ARE BUSY 

WITH THE 
OTHER 


лкен? ) 


V Я 
We 


YOU'RE а => 
ALLOWED | 


TO TOUCH 
THE ENTER- 
TAINMENT. 


I ФИРРОФЕ 
HE'S THE 
ТУРЕ ТО 
DOUBT А 
WOMAN'S 
VIRTUE. 


JUST BRING 
SOMEONE IN 
FOR ME ONE Ё 
OF THESE 
DAYS. 


YOU'RE 
THE ONE 
WHO SENT 
ME AWAY 
EVEN AFTER 
I TRIED TO 
TELL YOU 
I WANTED 
TO KEEP 
WORKING 
THERE. 


I KNOW 
те NOT 
..BUT IT'S THE EASIEST 
NOT LIKE PLACE TO 
YOU CAN WORK... 
BECOME 
A FOOD 
TASTER 
JUST 
BECAUSE 
YOU WANT 
TO. 


THE 
ONLY THING 
I DIDN'T LIKE 
WAS BEINO 
UNABLE TO 
EXPERIMENT 
WITH 
POISONS. 


у 


нє 
EXPRES- 
SIONS 
ARE A LOT 
MORE 
BOYISH 


NOW 
THAT'S 
SOME- 
THING 1 
WOULD 
LIKE YOU 
TO STOP 
роме. 


АНН, 
THAT'S 
THATS RIGHT. 
THE 


KIND OF 
PERSON 
YOU ARE. 


EN 


| 
Б 
1! 


ЇГ 
CATCHING... 
BOTH THE 
LIP ROUGE 
AND THIS 
DAMNED 
FLUSH! 


әәгег ү ді 


——'— 
zi REP E 


= ннер БР 
17 WAS | Hohn нЕ АННЫ 
ALL JUST У Pl Уг 
A BLUR L ll И 

AFTEK THAT, 

50 I DONT 
REALLY 


REMEMBER 
MUCH. 


„КЕРТ 
HOUNDING 
ME FOR 
21 ANSWERS. 


ALL 

I KEALLY 
КЕМЕМВЕК 
15 THAT THE 

WOMEN I 
CONSIDER 
70 BE LIKE 
SISTERS... 


„АМ 
ELEGANT | 
NOBLEMAN | 
APPEARED | 

IN THE 


CITY'S 
PLEASURE 
DISTRICT. 


"АМР AN 
UNUSUAL 
PLANT 
THAT 
GREW 
FROM AN 
/МФЕСТ. 


VERDIGRIG 
MADAM... 


Chapterzı Packing Up 


WHEN 
MY FATHEK 
READ THE 
CONTKACT, 
HIS FACE 
DARKENED 

FOR A 
MOMENT, 
АМР THEN 
HE SAID... 


YOU'LL BE MEAN 
SURROUNDED YOU 
BY PEOPLE DON’T 
WEARING 


GOING 
THERE TO 
WORK. IT'S 
ONLY YOU 
COURTESANS 
WHO NEED 
TO DRESS 
YOURSELVES 

b UP NICE. 


IT 
DIDNT 
TAKE 
LONG 
BEFORE 
THE 
CONTRACT 
WAS 
SEALED. 


I DON'T 
NEED 
ALL THIS 


\ 


X 


THE 
EUNUCH 
WITH 
„САМЕ QUESTION- 
TO THE ABLE 
PLEASURE TASTES 
DISTRICT wHo 
WITH APPEARED 
PLENTY A FEW 
OF MONEY DAYS 
AND PRIOR... 
PRECIOUS 
MEDICINAL 
HERBS IN 
TOW. 


BLINK OF 
AN EYE, 
IT WAS 
DECIDED 
THAT ID ВЕ 
SERVING 
AT SOME 
LORDLY 


/ 
DON'T Y 
THINK YOU YOU'VE LISTEN, 


SHOULD ВЕ e MANAGED NOW. 
THINKING TO LAND 
| YOURSELF 
A PRETTY 


SOMEONE МО @OOD 

А WHO FITS IN N 
THERE? 

| 


...YOU'LL 
HAVE 
TO LIVE 
ОЕ SHOWING 
ELSE YOUR 
GRATI- 


MEIMEI’S 
WORDS 
ARE PER- 
SUASIVE. 


SHE'S AT 
THE AGE 
WHERE SHE 
ТО HAVE CAN THINK 
NOT ONLY ABOUT 
1 МУ РЕВТ RETIRING 
г ТАКЕМ 
MUST SEEM OVER ВУ FROM THE 
INCREDIBLY ANOTHER LIFE OF A 
LUCKY FROM COURTESAN 
EVERYONE us 25 
ELSE'S „Вит ТО 
POINT OF ALSO BE 
ABLE TO 
RETURN TO 
THE PLACE 
THAT ONCE 
LET ME 


Фо... 


ENTEKTAIN 
WITH 
SONG, 
AS WELL 
AS PLAY 
ФО AND 
SHOE). 
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АВ 


N 
Ы YOURSELF 
A NICE, RICH 
HUSBAND, 
NOW! 


Ny coueresans У 

\ AT VERDIGRIS 
ARE ALL 
STARTING 
TO SOUND 
LIKE ITS 

9 MADAM. 


I DEFINITELY 2 
NEED МУ 2 
IF I TAKE. MORTAR, THAT'S А 
MUCH MORE | HAND MILL AN | WHOLE 
THAN THAT, 4 
ги. HAVE то AND NOTE- 
LEAVE SOME BOOKS. 
UNDERTHINGS 
BEHIND. 


THERE'S 
NO WAY I'LL 


ВЕ ABLE TO 
PACK EVERY- 
THING. 


THINK YOU 
YOU FE NOT CAN BRING 
A PHYSICIAN, эа 
WILL BRINGING IN WITH YOU. 
MAKE THEM ALL THESE 

| SUSPICIOUS, TOOLS... 

H AND THEY'LL 

Ў THINK YOU'RE 

В UP TO NO 

GOOD. 


PERHAPS 
YOU 
COULD ФЕТ 
PERMISSION 
TO BRING IN 
A LITTLE AT 


A TIME. THIS 15 


WHAT YOU 
DECIDED 


TOMORROW'S 
YOUR FIRST 
DAY, SO AFTER 
YOU'RE DONE 
PACKING, 
BE SURE TO 
GET SOME 
SLEEP. 


175 
МОТ ТНАТ 
I DONT HAVE 
RESERVATIONS 
ABOUT LEAVING 
РА HERE ВУ 
HIMSELF. 


I'M 
BLOWING 
OUT THE 
CANDLES 
NOW. 


WEREN'T 
YOU THE 
ONE WHO 
SAID YOU 
WEREN'T 


IT'S BEEN 
A WHILE 
SINCE WE 


IT'2 


TRUE. GOING TO 
FEEL BE QUIET 
EZ FREE TO HERE 
= > СОМЕ НОМЕ AGAIN. 
WHENEVER 
2 YOU LIKE. 


THE NOT 
RULES REALLY. 
ARENT 
GOING 

TO BE SO | 
STRICT FOR 
ME THIS 
TIME. 


IDONT 
HAVE A 
MOTHER. 
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«THAT 
ANNOYING 


CHEERFUL 
OLDER 
SISTERS 
IN MY 
LIFE. 


COME 
HOME 
WHENEVER 
I WANT, 
AFTEK 
ALL. 


THE APOTHECARY DIARIESEI е End 


‘hanks.for reading 

"Ihe Apothecary Diaries, Volume 4! 
ІЕІооҺ forward to drawing every 
chapter of Apothecary with all its fun 
characters and scenes, but it's kind 
of sad that the characters who didn't 
appear in the original insert artwork 
of the light novel and those I got to 
design myself have to leave the story. 
ГИ be pouring my love into the world 
and characters of Apothecary as I 
continue working on it! 

Please be sure to read , 

the next volume too! >" 


From the artist, 
Nekokurage + 


THANKS 


105, Asaha, Shura Yamada 


Itsuki Nanao Natsu Hyuuga, Touco Shino 


My editor, you, the readers, 
and everyone else involvedidr 


jm Waka Takase. Rie Shiroi, 


With this volume, we've 
completed all ot Volume 1 
ot the original light novel. 
We couldn't have done it 
without your support. 
Thank you so much! 
That being said, р 
The Apothecary Diaries 27 
is going to get NY 
even more intriguina, 
so we hope you ( 


all continue to (14 


support us! 
р 


7 Dé 


Нейкі Nanao 


/ то 
(Compilation) (е) 


Special Thanks 
Author: Natsu Hyuuga 


Light novel illustrator: Touco Shino | 
Manga artist: Nekokurage 
The editor 
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You, the readers 


А FLEETING НОРЕ 


HEY!! 
WAKE UP 
ALREADY! 


UM, SIR 
лкен? 
YOU 
MIGHT 
ў WANT TO 
CONSIDER ц 
HEADING 
й HOME TO 


JUST A LITTLE BIT 


„вит ID 
REALLY 
LIKE TO 

GET 
HOME 
AND GO 
TO BED 
ALREADY. 


Story by Itsuki Nanao Art bij Nekokurage 


ТАКЕ 
А LOOK 
ABOVE US! 
THE MOON 
15 50 
BEAUTIFUL 
THIS 
EVENING! 


I'VE 
HAD MY 
FILL OF IT 
TONIGHT, 
THANK 
YOU VERY 
MUCH. 


Story by Itsuki Nanao Art by Nekokurage 


Me (Арофесағу Diaries 


Volume 4 


Story by Art by Compiled by 
Natsu Hyuuga Nekokurage Itsuki Nanao 


Character Design by 
Touco Shino 


Translation: Julie Goniwich 
Lettering: Lys Blakeslee 
Cover Design: Andrea Miller 
Editor: Tania Biswas 


THE APOTHECARY DIARIES Volume 4 
©2019 Natsu Hyuuga/SHUFUNOTOMO Co., Ltd. 
©2019 Nekokurage/SQUARE ENIX CO., LTD 
©2019 Itsuki Nanao/SQUARE ENIX CO., LTD 
First published in Japan in 2019 by SQUARE ENIX CO., LTD. 
English translation rights arranged with 
SQUARE ENIX CO., LTD. and SQUARE ENIX, INC. 
English translation © 2021 by SQUARE ENIX CO., LTD. 


All rights reserved. Published in the United States by Square Enix Manga, 
an imprint of the Book Publishing Division of SQUARE ENIX, INC. 


The names, characters, places, and incidents mentioned in this publication are fictional. 


Any resemblance to actual persons, living or dead, events, or locales is entirely coincidental. 
No portion of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means 


without written permission from the copyright holders. Thank you for buying an authorized 


copy of this book and supporting the writers and artists. 


Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data is on file with the publisher. 


SQUARE ENIX 
MANGA & BOOKS 


www. square-enix-books.com 


